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February 2010 Let us rise up and be thankful, for if we didn’

a little, and if we didn’ t learn a little, at least

sick, at least we didn ’ t die; so, let us all

In the middle of winter it can be difficult to remember that the
sun is still out there...somewhere beyond the gray skies.
Despite the frigid air, snowy sidewalks, and seemingly lack of
interesting activities taking place, there are still reasons we
can be thankful. With the middle of February approaching,
spring is just around the corner bringing wonderful things to
look forward to! Soon there will be leaves covering our trees,
warm sun to walk in, and parks full of smiling kiddos! We at
First Steps are also thankful to our referral sources for keeping
eyes and ears open to families who may benefit from our
services. With your help, we are able to provide services to
families across the counties of Adams, Allen, Huntington, and
Wells and help children make great leaps before reaching
those kindergarten years! We appreciate all you do in helping
get the word out about our program and look forward to
continuing our relationship with you for years to come.

If you have any questions or ideas for this newsletter, or
know of community activities First Steps could be part of,
feel free to contact me at:

Katie Blosser
260-420-3063
ext. 221
OR
KBlosser@achievaresources.org
The purpose of this newsletter is to keep a constant flow
of communication with our referral sources and to inform
you of any changes that are occurring within our office
that may effect you.

be thankful.

t learn a lot today, at least we learned
we didn 't get sick, and if we got
—Buddha

Childcare Providers
Free Screenings!

First Steps can visit your daycare and
perform free developmental screenings
for children who are ages birth to age
3! Screenings can test all areas of
development including communication,
gross motor skills, fine motor skills,
problem solving, and personal-social
skills. We provide permission slips to
send out to parents and free
informational packages to each child.
If you are interested in this opportunity,
please contact
Katie Blosser
(260) 420-3063 ext. 221
Kblosser@achievaresources.org
We can also set up a meeting to explain
our services and how the process
works.




Upcoming Events!
IPFW Health Fair

Wednesday, March 24th 9-3p.m.
Located at IPFW in Walb Union
Over 100 vendors with many free activities and
screenings. For more information
Call (260) 481-6647 or
Visit www.ipfw.edu/health

Huntington County
Spring Family Festival

Saturday, April 24th 9-1p.m.

Located at Heritage Hall at Hiers Park
Agencies and organizations take part to inform
families of community resources. Each booth will have
a fun activity for children. For more information
contact (260) 358-4854

Parent Nights!

First Steps will be conducting a Parent Night for each
county. Those families with children approaching age
three will be invited to learn about their transition options
and speak with representatives from local agencies.

Allen County
February 24th 6:30-7:30p.m.

Located at Turnstone Center in
Fort Wayne, IN

Huntington County
February 11th 7-8p.m.
Located at Kids Kampus
Huntington, IN

Adams/Wells Counties
February 16th
Located at Adams Wells Special Services
925 N. Main St.
Bluffton, IN
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Early Head Start Opportunity!

Pathfinder Kids Kampus in Huntington County is proud to announce that beginning April 2010 we will be enhancing our

current programming to serve

76 children aged 0 -3 and expectant mothers through our new Early Head Start services.

The services provided by EHS programs are designed to reinforce and respond to the unique strengths and needs of each

child and family. These services

include: quality early education, both in and out of the home; home visits; parent education, including parent-child activi-
ties; comprehensive health and mental health services, including services to pre- and post- natal women; nutrition; and
ongoing support for parents through case management and peer support groups.

Pathfinder Kids Kampus will be offering the above benefits of EHS services utilizing three different program options:
home-based services, center-based services, and combination services. Home-based services will bring EHS staff into
family homes every week to support child development and to nurture the parent-child relationship. Twice per month, this
program will also offer opportunities for parents and children to come together as a group for learning, discussion, and

social activity.

Center-based services will provide care and enrichment experiences to children in an early care and educational setting,
while the parent is either working or attending school. An EHS staff member will also visit family homes at least twice per
year. EHS combination services will combine features of both home and center-based service with children attending
Kids Kampus 2 days per week for 3 1/2 hours per day and receiving home visits 1 time per month.

Further information and a program brochure can be found at our website:
www.kidskampus.org. For eligiblity guidelines, questions or an application, please contact Joy Koch, Family Resource

Coordinator at
260-356-0123 or jkoch@pathfinderservices.orq.



http://www.kidskampus.org
mailto:jkoch@pathfinderservices.org
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East Central First Steps
1210 Broadway Ave.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802



